
Lessons in this unit:

Lesson 1 – Causes of World War II – LO: To understand the main causes of World War II.

Lesson 2 – Countries and Sides in WWII – LO: To identify the countries involved in WWII and the sides they 
belonged to.

Lesson 3 – The Blitz – LO: To understand what the Blitz was and its impact on people in Britain.

Lesson 4 – Evacuation of Children – LO: To understand why children were evacuated and how it affected 
their lives.

Lesson 5 – Rationing and Civilian Life – LO: To understand how rationing and war affected daily life in 
Britain.

Lesson 6 – Victory in Europe and the End of WWII – LO: To understand how WWII ended and what 
happened after the war.

Endpoint Summary:
Pupils create a historical news report, diary, or video explaining how World War Two changed the lives of 
people in Britain. They must include the Blitz, evacuation, and rationing, use historical evidence (e.g. 
photos, accounts, facts), and clearly explain the impact on people’s lives, ending with a final answer to the 
enquiry question.

Vocabulary

War A conflict between countries or groups.

Blitz A period of bombing attacks on British cities during World War Two.

evacuation Moving people from a place of danger to somewhere safer.

evacuee A person who has been moved from a place of danger to somewhere safer.

ration A fixed amount of food or supplies allowed during a shortage.

Nazi A member of a political group led by Adolf Hitler in Germany.

Civilian A person who is not in the army or fighting the war. 

Impact The effect something has on people’s lives. 

In KS1 I learned about:

I can identify differences between past 
and present.                  I can compare life 
in the 1960s with life today.                    I 
can recognise how everyday objects 
have changed over time.                                       
I can ask and answer simple questions 
about the past.               I can use simple 
sources (photos, objects, stories) to find 
out about the past.              I can describe 
what life was like using key vocabulary.             
I can place events or objects in order 
(past to present).

Links to the NC:

H2.1 – Chronological understanding:
Pupils sequence key events of WWII (e.g. outbreak of war, 
Blitz, VE Day) and develop a clear sense of when these 
happened.                   H2.2 – Timeline and connections:
Pupils place key events, countries and figures within a 
broader historical timeline and begin to see how they are 
connected.                                 H2.5 – Cause, consequence 
and impact:
Pupils explain the causes of WWII and understand the 
impact of events such as the Blitz, evacuation and rationing 
on people’s lives, comparing past and present.                                      
H2.7 – Historical enquiry and evidence:
Pupils use a range of sources (photos, diaries, accounts, 
artefacts) to investigate the past and answer questions 
about life in WWII.

Changes 
World War II

How did World War Two change the lives of people 
in Britain?


