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Topic words 

Past (then) Used to refer to something that has 

happened before and up until the 

present day 

Present (now) What is happening now? 

Florence Nightingale A nurse from the past.  She changed 

how nurses work for the better.  

She became known as ‘The Lady with 

the Lamp.’ 

Vet A vet is someone who medically 

treats poorly animals.   

Doctor Doctors are people who practice 

medicine. Doctors are trained to 

keep people healthy and to heal the 

sick. 

Nurse A nurse is a person who is trained to 

give care (help) to people who are 

sick or injured 

Firefighter Firefighters are people whose job is 

to put out fires and rescue people. 

Police A police officer is a serving member 

of a police force. Police officers 

arrest criminals, prevent crime, 

protect and help the public, and keep 

public order. 

Dentist Dentists are doctors who practice 

dentistry. Dentists help patients 

keep their teeth, gums, and mouth 

healthy. 

By the end of this topic...... 

* I will have an understanding of different occupations.  

* I will compare past and present occupations.  

* I will understand why we remember the people who help us.  

* I will understand why we remember Florence Nightingale.   

 

Curriculum Links .....      Understanding the World – Past and Present 

3 -4 years - Show interest in different occupations 

Reception – Compare and contrast characters from stories, including 

figures from the past.   

ELG – Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in 

society.   

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and 

now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in class and storytelling.   

Links to our core values...  

How do these people show 

love, respect and friendship 

to others?  

How did their actions show 

our core values?  

Can we think of ways to show 

our core values in a similar 

way? 

Exciting Books 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/medicine/353448
https://kids.kiddle.co/Police_force
https://kids.kiddle.co/Arrest
https://kids.kiddle.co/Crime

