
Changes – What was life like 60 years ago?
Subject Specific Vocabulary

Links

Exciting Boks

blackboard A blackboard would be seen in almost 
every classroom in the 1960s. 
Today we have screens or an 
interactive whiteboard.

chalk Chalk was used by teachers to write on 
the blackboard. It was mainly white 
but there many colours of chalk.

inkwell Many desks had a hole in the top right 
hand corner for ink. This was known as 
the inkwell.

pen and 
nib

In most schools children used pens and 
ink to write. The pens had a nib at the 
end which was replaced from time to 
time.

By the end of this topic:
• The Beatles became a world famous pop group. 

The four members of the group came from 
Liverpool and their music is still very popular 
today.

• The England football team won the World Cup in 
1966. It is the only time England has won it. The 
final was played at Wembley in London.

• It was very rare for people to go to a restaurant in 
the 1960s. ‘Meat and two veg’ was a common 
term to describe a roast meat meal. Prawn 
cocktail started to be eaten as a starter.

• Fashion changed greatly in the 1960s. After the 
war, people didn’t have money to spend on 
clothes but that changed in the 1960s with 
colourful, hippie style clothes being very popular

• The mini car was very fashionable in the 1960s.
• The first humans landed on the moon on July 20th

1969. Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked on 
the moon. Michael Collins orbited the moon so 
that he could join up with them again to bring 
them back to earth.

Links to the National 

Curriculum

record 
player

This was a machine which had a 
turntable and a stylus which balance 
on the groves of a record and played 
the music on the record.

• Changes within living 
memory

• The lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international
achievements

tape
recorder

This was a machine which wound the 
spool which were tapes. You could 
record music or speaking on to the 
tape.

marbles Another popular game was marbles. 
Many children came to school with a 
pocketful of marbles.

Cross curricular links
ludo Another very popular board game. It 

was used with a dice. Children would 
chase each other around the board. Art – Portraits of iconic 60s 

figures- Pop art
RSE – Living in the wider 
world and our influence 
upon it

space 
travel

The first man to walk on the moon 

was Neil Armstrong with Buzz Aldrin. 

They landed on the moon on July 

20th 1969

Links to core values:
Love – how can we show love to different generations? 
Respect – how can we show respect towards life in the 
past?
Friendship – How can we show friendship to everyone?


